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georeferencing in a non-geographical institute

Martijn Storms | Maps in Libraries, Regensburg, 13 March 2019



Discover the world at Leiden University

Introduction

•Map collections at Leiden University Libraries

•Why georeferencing?

•Maps in the Crowd

•Building a crowd

•Dutch Colonial Maps (Royal Tropical Institute)

•Future



Discover the world at Leiden University

• ca. 100,000 maps                                                                                                           
(sheets, including facsimiles, excluding maps in atlases and books)

• of which ca. 3,000 manuscript maps

• ca. 3,500 atlases                                                                                                            
(including print and geographical works)

• ca. 27,000 topographical prints and drawings
(including history prints)

• 8 globes

Map collections at Leiden University
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Map collections at Leiden University

•Leiden University’s map collection

- Collection Bodel Nijenhuis

- Collections Vossius, Von Siebold, Van Keulen, Wieder, Koeman, etc.

•Royal Tropical Institute (KIT)

- Colonial collection

- Modern collection

- Collection Coomans-Eustatia

•Royal Netherlands Institute for Southeast Asian 
and Caribbean Studies (KITLV)
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Why georeferencing?
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The Georeferencer application by Klokan
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Maps in the Crowd

• 2015: Maps in the Crowd 1.0: 

 393 manuscript charts of the Van Keulen collection

• 2016: Maps in the Crowd 2.0:

 Over 6,678 maps of the Netherlands East Indies of the KITLV collection

• 2017: Maps in the Crowd 3.0:

 1,096 maps of the Caribbean, largely of the Bodel Nijenhuis collection

• 2018: Maps in the Crowd 4.0:

 301 maps from various atlases related to Asia
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1.0: Van Keulen Collection
• 59 x 99 cm

• Pre-printed compass lines

• Manuscript

• 1704-1755

• ‘Original’ archive copies

Een gedeelte van de kust van Brazilia.
Amsterdam: Gerard van Keulen, c. 1720
(UBL, COLLBN 003-10-032)
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2.0: KITLV Collection [Gerret Pieter Rouffaer], Sketch map of the
island of Adonara, [1910] (KITLV  D E 44,5)

Gerret Pieter Rouffaer
(1860-1928)
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2.0: KITLV Collection

Spatial distribution
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3.0: Caribbean maps
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4.0: Asian atlases
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Building a crowd: PR
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Building a crowd: PR
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Building a crowd: PR
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Building a crowd

Activity timeline

Number of control points per volunteer

Number of control points per volunteer (logaritmic)
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Building a crowd

Name Control points

1 Casper 1677

2 Jessews 656

3 Els Koeneman 385

4 CatherineLee 358

5 Manolis Michailou 187

6 Arjen Haayman 141

7 Vera D Damayanti 89

8 YaelM 64

9 Floris Keehnen 55

10 Richard van Leeuwen 47
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Building a crowd
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Dutch Colonial Maps (Royal Tropical Institute)

maps.library.leiden.edu
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Future
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Thank you for your attention!


